
THAT IS WHY MORE EU BUDGET FOR CLEAN TRANSPORT  
IS THE BEST INVESTMENT PLAN FOR EUROPE! 

Grants are essential to complete Europe’s network 
Transport projects with high societal added-value do not always generate the necessary financial returns to cover the 
investments. This is where EU grants come in. Grants are necessary to support those projects that are crucial to achieve 
Europe’s ambition but may face significant funding gaps.  Grants also act as a catalyst to attract further funding from the 
private sector and the Member States.

A robust EU transport funding instrument ensures no regret investments 
The take-away is clear: Europe needs a robust instrument like the Connecting Europe Facility to be able to deliver on its 
ambitions. Europe must reverse the trend of continued underfunding of the transport sector now and set the bar high.
A strong funding instrument for transport is the best guarantee to deliver high EU added value, foster a level playing field 
and enable no regret investments.

Transport creates jobs
A strong and attractive transport sector with skilled professionals is a source of stable employment, supporting 
livelihoods throughout Europe. The sector not only provides jobs directly to more than 10 million workers, but also 
indirectly stimulates employment by supporting related sectors such as manufacturing, tourism and technology. 
Investment in transport not only improves connectivity, but also acts as a catalyst for job creation and economic vitality 
of the Union.

Transport as a key for EU competitiveness
Transport keeps businesses and trade up and running, helps people move and is thereby the basis for economic growth 
and social cohesion in Europe. If Europe is to be a leader in the shift to a net-zero industry and society, it needs to provide 
a competitive and efficient transport network to link the current and new production sites with the markets. Investments 
in transport strengthen Europe’s supply chain security and enhance Europe’s attractiveness as a trade partner and 
investment destination. 

Decarbonisation of transport is the only way forward
Europe’s transport sector supports the Green Deal objective to be carbon neutral by 2050. Citizens and businesses must 
have access to sustainable and accessible transport. Embracing decarbonisation not only aligns with environmental 
responsibility, but also requires a supporting legislative framework and continuous investments in innovative green, 
digital and quality infrastructure, fleets and equipment.   

Capacity and connectivity are still lacking
Transport infrastructure capacity and connectivity in Europe is lacking. The Trans-European Transport Network is still 
incomplete and suffers from ongoing bottlenecks affecting the efficiency of the whole transport supply chain. As our 
economies and societies become more integrated, the demand for transport will only grow. Europe needs to ensure 
that bottlenecks and the lack of interoperability are resolved, digitalisation can be deployed and enough capacity is 
available to match the current and future transport demand.

Europe needs transport: transport as an enabler
A functioning and resilient transport network is a cornerstone of the European economy. European transport is the 
lifeline of the European Internal Market, enables the movement of goods, services and people within the Union, fosters 
regional development, and seamlessly connects Europe with the rest of the world. Transport is a driver of Europe’s 
society and prosperity.

Transport is of strategic importance in making Europe more resilient
Recent and ongoing crises have proven once again that only with an adaptable and innovative transport sector is Eu-
rope able to respond effectively to massive disruptions and safeguard its supply chain sovereignty. With rising geopo-
litical tensions and ongoing climate change, it must be Europe’s top priority to strengthen and adapt its physical and 
digital transport infrastructure and optimise its connectivity and capacity.

The transport sector is of strategic importance in responding to Europe’s environmental, geostrategic and 
capacity challenges. Only with a strong transport sector at its core will Europe be able to reach its climate and 
resilience goals and safeguard its supply chain sovereignty. 
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ACEA – European Automobile Manufacturers’ Association; ACI EUROPE – Airports Council International Europe; ALE – Federation of European Train 
Driver´s Unions; ARDAN – Solutions for innovation; ASECAP – Association Européenne des Concessionnaires d’Autoroutes et d’Ouvrages à Péage; BPO 
– Baltic Ports Organisation; CER – Community of European Railway and Infrastructure Companies; CLECAT – European Association for Forwarding, 
Transport, Logistics and Customs Services; CLIA EUROPE – Cruise Lines International Association; COCERAL – European traders in agri-commodities 
and agrosupply; CPMR – Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions; EBU – European Barge Union; ECASBA – European Community Association of Ship 
brokers and Agents; ECG – Association of European Vehicle Logistics; ECSA – European Community Shipowners’ Associations; EFIP – European Federation 
of Inland Ports; EIM – European Rail Infrastructure Managers; EIT UM – European initiative transforming urban mobility; EMPA – European Maritime Pilots’ 
Association; EMTA – European Metropolitan Transport Authorities; ERF – European Union Road Federation; ERFA – European Rail Freight Association; 
ERRIN – European Regions Research and Innovation Network Transport Working Group; ESC – European Shippers’ Council; ESO – European Skippers’ 
Organisation; ESPO – European Sea Ports Organisation; ESPORG – European Secure Parking Organisation; ETA – European Tugowners Association; ETF 
– European Transport Workers’ Federation; ETSC – European Transport Safety Council; EuDA – European Dredging Association; EUROCITIES – Network 
of European cities; EUROPLATFORMS – European Association of Logistics Platforms; FEPORT – Federation of Private Port Operators and Terminals;  
FERRMED – Association to improve Railfreight Transportation; FIEC – European Construction Industry Federation; INE – Inland Navigation Europe;  
IRU – International Road Transport Union; IWI – Inland Waterways International; IWTP – European Inland Waterway Transport Platform; POLIS – European 
Cities and Regions Networking for Innovative Transport Solutions; SEA EUROPE – Maritime civil and naval industries in Europe; UETR – European Road 
Haulers Association; UIP – International Union of Wagon Keepers; UIRR – International Union for Road-Rail Combined Transport; UITP – International 
Association of Public Transport; UNIFE – The European Rail Supply Industry Association; UNISTOCK – European association of portside storekeepers of 
agri-bulk commodities; WATERBORNE – Technology platform for maritime research.
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European transport organisations, representing European maritime and inland port authorities, airport 
operators, inland waterway, maritime, rail, road, air transport companies, infrastructure managers, operators, 
suppliers,port and logistic service providers, shippers, chambers of commerce and transport workers.
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Inland Waterways International
Unique assets for multiple uses… and for all to enjoy


